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For those who frequently 
head to the Square on a busy 
weekend night, you’ve more 
than likely caught a glimpse of 
the Oxford Police Department 
horses watching over the busy 
streets. People may only notice 
the large, silky horses while 
coming and going from their 
favorite bars or restaurants. 
But not everyone knows where 
the horses are when they’re off  
duty.
OPD currently “employs” 
seven horses that make up the 
Mounted Patrol Unit. When not 
patrolling the Square or train-
ing, the horses can be found 
enjoying normal herd behavior 
by spending free time in their 
pasture, playing, eating and 
snoozing.
A civilian staff  and a group 
of offi  cers maintain the sta-
bles and ensure the horses stay 
healthy. Part of keeping the 
horses healthy includes feeding 
them an appropriate diet con-
sisting of free-choice hay and 
a twice-daily portion of quality 
grain feed that varies depend-
ing on their breed and weight.
“Each horse has their own 
personality,” David Misenhel-
ter, the offi  cer in charge of the 
Mounted Patrol, said. “Some 
learn the job very quickly, while 
others take time to fi nd their 
confi dence. At any rate, when 
you can earn enough trust for 
your horse to doze off  on Jack-
son Avenue, you know you’re 
doing it right.”
The seven horses vary in age, 
with the oldest being Reggie, a 
quarter horse who is nearly 16 
years old and has been on pa-
trol since 2012. The youngest 
is Steep, a thoroughbred still in 
training, who is almost 4 years 
old.
Anyone who has witnessed 
these horses on the Square can 
attest to their size. Horse height 
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OPD horse fl eet helps with crowd control on Square
SEE POLICE HORSES PAGE 3
SEE CIGARETTES PAGE 3SEE RUNOFFS PAGE 3
Some Mississippi lawmakers 
are working to discourage 
children and adults from 
beginning or continuing to 
smoke by proposing an increased 
tax on cigarettes.
Legislators recently drafted fi ve 
bills to propose the tax increase, 
but all fi ve failed as of Feb. 21.
Mississippians in favor of a tax 
increase aren’t ready to throw 
in the towel just yet. Senate Bill 
3048, a bond bill, still remains 
and has the potential to be re-
vised to increase cigarette taxes 
from the current 68 cents to at 
least $1 by late March.
“On cigarettes, the rate of tax 
shall be Three and Four-tenths 
Cents (3.4¢) on each cigarette 
sold with a maximum length of 
one hundred twenty (120) milli-
meters; any cigarette in excess of 
this length shall be taxed as if it 
were two (2) or more cigarettes,” 
the bill reads.
The bill has passed through the 
Senate Finance Committee and 
would have to go before the House 
Ways and Means Committee for 
SARAH HENDERSON
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Oxford police offi cer David Misenhelter prepares OPD horse Steep for work on 
his hooves at the stables earlier this semester.
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Elam Miller embraces his campaign team and supporters on the steps of the Lyceum after winning the runoff election Wednesday night. Miller won 53.51 
percent of the vote, beating out Wister Hitt.
PHOTO BY: BILLY SCHUERMAN
On Thursday night, the results of the As-
sociated Student Body runoff  elections for 
president and secretary were announced. 
Elam Miller won the presidential race with 
53.51 percent of the vote, defeating oppo-
nent Wister Hitt, and Cady Cooper won the 
race for secretary with 52.16 percent of the 
vote, defeating opponent Reagan Moody.
“We had around 3,300 votes cast today, 
which is great for a runoff  election,” Associ-
ated Student Body Attorney General Dillon 
Pitts said.
Miller said he was grateful to his cam-
paign team members and that they’ve 
meant the world to him over the past two 
weeks of campaigning.
Miller, the current ASB vice president, 
ran on a platform of making sure 
everyone has a voice in the student 
government, holding the university 
administration accountable and making 
ASB more transparent.
“I’m excited to implement my platform 
and follow through with everything I’ve 
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The news cycle is depress-
ing. It has been for some time.
Every story, hot take, Face-
book rant or Tweet is a reac-
tion, a reaction to a reaction 
or a reaction to a reaction to a 
reaction. It can become quite 
tiring, honestly.
There is little time be-
tween an event and the 
press releases and first sto-
ries about it. Few people 
have time to fully acknowl-
edge what has happened be-
fore they are tweeting and 
sharing away, making sure 
everyone knows what they 
think about what others 
think.
Much of this has to do with 
the demand for the shortest 
possible content; the inter-
net has pushed book sales 
down. For many, the stack 
of books that once circulat-
ed from the bookstore to the 
nightstand to the shelf has 
been largely replaced by a 
single electronic device.
It appears that even the 
current president does not 
read as much as those who 
came before him.
This is not to say that all 
internet consumption is 
bad. The internet has made 
information and ideas more 
accessible than ever. That 
does not mean it is all good, 
either. The desire to un-
derstand healthcare in 400 
words or less may not actu-
ally drive a more informed 
public. That’s where books 
come in.
Books are the works that 
acknowledge the complexi-
ty and nuance of every part 
of life. Instead of a need to 
simplify every concept and 
idea down to a few hun-
dred characters, authors of 
books choose to explore the 
richness of life, stories and 
issues that face humanity 
every day.
More words on a page, by 
necessity, mean more infor-
mation for readers. Some-
how, though, the whole is 
greater than the sum of its 
parts, too. Reading the same 
number of words across 
multiple articles as are in a 
book will not have the abili-
ty to reveal the same depth, 
insight and feeling.
While articles have their 
place (I’m taking the time 
to write this one, after all), 
books seem to have lost 
much of their space in our 
lives.
This is not just bad for the 
prospects of an informed 
society but for the people 
who make up that society, 
too. As humans who are 
craving some greater mean-
ing or narrative, it is deeply 
disorienting to constantly 
be bombarded by the news 
every waking hour.
People need grounding in 
difficult, tumultuous times 
like these. What better way 
to find grounding than in 
books? Books offer per-
spectives, narratives and 
insights that will never be 
achieved on Facebook or 
even in a newspaper.
The next time you are 
ready for bed, consider 
reaching for a good read in-
stead of your phone. Maybe 
it will offer some solace and 
calm in a world, or even a 
life, that can seem ever-des-
tined for chaos.





Next time, reach for a book instead
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further consideration, but could 
be a strong contender in the 
battle against cigarette use.
Nursing student Hayley Rank 
said she supports the tax in-
crease and appreciates Missis-
sippi lawmakers’ efforts to keep 
citizens healthy.
“I really do think the tax in-
crease would stop people from 
smoking and, at the very least, 
force those who do smoke to cut 
back,” she said.
Real estate major Joel McK-
ay said he is a regular smoker 
and believes that a tax increase 
would be an effective way to 
discourage the purchase of cig-
arettes. McKay pays around $6 
for a pack of cigarettes now and 
said he would stop purchasing 
them if the price went up to $7.
“I spend too much on ciga-
rettes as it is,” he said. “A tax in-
crease would definitely cause me 
to buy less of them and possibly 
make me quit altogether.”
On the other hand, psycholo-
gy major Alex Weadock said as 
a smoker, he sets his cigarette 
price limit a little higher.
“I would still buy them, for 
sure,” Weadock said. “I think 
you would see a small decrease 
in cigarette sales, but nothing 
dramatic. If the price rose to over 
$10, I would seriously consider 
smoking less or even quitting 
altogether.”
The American Heart Associa-
tion reports that 22.7 percent of 
adults and 19.2 percent of high 
school students in Mississippi 
smoke cigarettes regularly. This 
leads to a grand total of $10.4 
million dollars spent on ciga-
rettes in the state each year.
At 68 cents, Mississippi has 
one of the lowest state cigarette 
taxes. In 2009, Mississippi 
increased its tax by 50 cents 
and cigarette sales dropped 
by 22.8 percent. Several states 
have raised their cigarette 
taxes in the past, successfully 
deterring their residents from 
purchasing cigarettes.
In 2009, Florida raised its 
cigarette tax by $1 per pack and 
saw a 27.4 percent decrease in 
cigarette sales. Similarly, Massa-
chusetts raised its tax by $1 per 
pack in 2008 and decreased its 
cigarette sales by 20.3 percent.
In Mississippi alone, the 
American Heart Association 
reports that more than 4,000 
adults die each year from cig-
arette use, and around 550 
non-smokers die from second-
hand smoke. An estimated $719 
million is spent annually on 
health care costs directly caused 
by cigarettes.
In an interview with Missis-
sippi Public Broadcasting, Kim-
berly Hughes, the Mississippi 
government relations director 
for the American Cancer Soci-
ety, explained how a tax increase 
could be effective. Hughes has 
played a large role in the possi-
ble tax increase and said she urg-
es all adults and teenagers to quit 
smoking now or to never start.
“The importance of the 
significant increase is to make 
that public health impact,” 
Hughes said.
is often measured by “hands” 
– one hand is equal to 4 inch-
es. They are also measured 
not by the height of their head 
but by the top of their withers 
(the ridge between the shoul-
der blades). While most of the 
mounted patrol horses are usu-
ally within about a hand of each 
other, ranging between 15 and 
17 hands, the largest is Della, 
the lone clydesdale who is 17.2 
hands (68.8 inches).
Misenhelter said students of-
ten attempt to pet the horses.
“People are allowed, in most 
cases, to pet the horse, provid-
ed they ask the officer first,” he 
said. “Sometimes the horse is 
resting or the officers are fo-
cused on a task, so always be 
sure to ask.”
All of the horses are donated 
to the unit, often coming from 
local families and working 
barns, and usually with some 
saddle time already under 
their belts.
“Since the requirements to 
be a patrol mount can be quite 
selective, this narrows the mar-
ket,”  Misenhelter said. “In some 
cases where we find a horse very 
suitable for the job, the non-
profit organization ‘Friends of 
the Mounted Patrol Oxford’ has 
sponsored the purchase for the 
mounted unit.”
The training each horse must 
undergo before making their de-
but on the Square ranges from a 
few weeks to a few months, de-
pending on the horse.
Claudia Billups is the barn 
attendant for the OPD horses. 
Her job entails feeding, taking 
care of the horses and prepar-
ing them to head downtown for 
their shifts.
“I enjoy being around the 
barn in general,” Billups said. 
“I grew up around horses and 
just love the atmosphere at the 
barn. It makes for a nice break 
from my other hectic job. I go 
there and the horses are quite 
calming.”
Because officers usually ride 
with the same horse for their 
shifts, horses usually only ap-
pear on the Square when their 
assigned officer is scheduled to 
work.
Misenhelter said that having 
a mounted patrol unit here in 
Oxford is effective for crowd 
control.
“Their height and size advan-
tage affords them the ability to 
control crowds and quell distur-
bances quickly and peacefully,” 
he said. “If there is a need to 
move a large crowd in an emer-
gency, they are easily seen and 
heard over a larger area.”
Horses can also provide 
benefits that could only come 
from having additional officers 
on the scene.
“It is widely agreed that one 
trained horse and officer is 
equal to 10 on foot,” Misenhel-
ter said. “This is a cost-saving 
measure for the city because it 
gives us the ability to do more 
with less.”
Next time, reach for a book instead
been saying from the beginning,” 
Miller said. “I plan to make sure 
that everyone who wants to be a 
part of their student government 
can be in ASB and that it actually 
has all members of the student 
body in it.”
Student Activities Association 
Executive Director Brady Ruf-
fin served as Miller’s campaign 
manager and said he respected 
Hitt and his campaign but said 
he was glad the student body em-
braced Miller’s platform.
“As soon as we found out we 
were in a runoff, we went straight 
to work,” Ruffin said. “(The strat-
egy) has been to promote Elam 
and everything that he stands for 
and everything he’s done as vice 
president and will continue to do 
as president. His platform is so 
viable and possible.”
Regarding her win, Cooper 
said she was shocked, humbled 
and honored and is grateful for 
the people who organized her 
campaign.
Cooper, who started out as a 
write-in candidate, campaigned 
on a platform of making the Sen-
ate more transparent, posting 
meeting minutes online with-
in 24 hours of the meeting and 
making senators’ voting records 
public record, instead of students 
having to request them.
“I plan to definitely get to work 
with the other ASB (executive) 
officers, make time to get to 
know them and start working on 
my platform,” Cooper said. “First 
off, I want to make sure (the offi-
cers) are all unified. It has been 
the most amazing experience to 
start as an unofficial candidate 
and have so many people come 
behind me and support me.”
Junior business management 
major Hailey Strother served 
as Cooper’s campaign manag-
er, and said everyone on the 
campaign team was supportive, 
despite the hectic process as a 
write-in candidate. Strother said 
Cooper first approached her and 
said the election seemed like a 
great opportunity to get involved.
“It was definitely a very chaotic 
process at first, but it paid off,” 
Strother said. “Basically, we just 
had to sit down one night and 
write down our entire strategy, 
and we just kept going.”
All ASB elected officials will be 
inaugurated April 13.
Oxford police officer David Misenhelter adjusts the bridle on OPD horse, Steep, 
at the OPD Stables on Wednesday morning. 
PHOTO BY: TUCKER ROBBINS








Traditions new and old 
will converge on Sunday 
at the Powerhouse, where 
performers and audience 
members alike will take part 
in a Sacred Harp singing.
Sacred Harp singing dates 
back to the 19th century and 
is making its 38th appearance 
here in Oxford. Singers from 
all over the South and the 
rest of the country will make 
the trip here to participate in 
what can only be described 
as a harmonious musical and 
social event, where people 
come together, sing songs 
from the “Sacred Harp” 
songbook, socialize and eat 
foods provided by locals.
Event organizer and for-
mer Ole Miss professor 
Warren Steel has been in-
volved the event here since 
its beginning in 1981 and 
has been singing since he 
was young boy. Growing up 
in upstate New York, Steel 
happened upon the “Sa-
cred Harp” songbook has 
been enamored with it ever 
since. Bringing the event to 
Oxford is a bit of a home-
coming as the sessions have 
since gone global.
“It was just in the Deep 
South, and eventually, people 
started discovering it. Now, 
they have it in just about ev-
ery state,” Steel said. “They 
have it in Ireland, England, 
Poland and even in Japan – 
they sing in English. It’s like 
wherever you go, you fi nd 
friends, someone you share a 
common interest with.”
This common thread is 
shared among all ages and 
people of all walks of life who 
share a passion for singing. 
The history of Sacred Harp 
singing itself is rooted in 
tradition. Some of the songs 
are religious in nature, but 
the sessions themselves are 
non-denominational.
“There’s a lot of depth to 
it. Almost all of the songs 
are religious music (and 
lyrics),” Steel said. “A lot of 
them come from the Psalms, 
but many people are inter-
ested in singing who are 
not religious or who are not 
Christian.”
Sacred Harp singing has 
been bringing people togeth-
er ever since its creation in 
the 1800s. Steel explained 
how early singings were plac-
es where politicians would 
meet constituents, and boys 
and girls would meet up. 
Since then, the events have 
spread and welcomed singers 
new and old.
“Outside the South, peo-
ple that came into it were 
quite a bit younger, but 
there are still young peo-
ple in Mississippi learning 
it and doing it,” Steel said. 
“It goes through the gen-
erations and has a kind of 
depth to it.”
A hollow square is created 
by the singers who then are 
invited to lead from the cen-
ter, choose a song and keep 
time with their hands.
“(People) don’t have to 
sing. They are welcome to 
try, and we’ll have extra 
books there, but everyone is 
welcome to sit and listen,” 
Steel said. “They’ll want 
people to bring something 
(food) because a lot of people 
are coming from Alabama, 
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This week, The Daily Mississippian hit campus to ask Rebels, 
















Allison Farris, a sophomore exercise science major 
from Fort Worth, Texas
ALLISON FARRIS
“Staying in Oxford.”







YOURDMSTOP TEXTING WHILE DRIVING.
STAY AWARE. SAVE A LIFE.
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Heading into its first con-
ference game series and hop-
ing to escape the cold Oxford 
weather, No. 19 Ole Miss will 
travel to the Lone Star State 
to take on the No. 7 Texas 
A&M Aggies this weekend.
Coming off two consecutive 
losses against Boston College 
and Southern Miss, the Reb-
els are hoping to break their 
losing streak and crack the 
Aggies’ six-game winning 
streak.
The Aggies, who have al-
ready racked up 21 wins to 
their three losses this season, 
are a force to be reckoned 
with for the 13-4 Rebels. 
Adding to the Aggies’ threat, 
Texas A&M has come out 
ahead of Ole Miss 12 of the 
14 times the two teams have 
played each other.
Ole Miss found itself 
coming up short against 
Boston College this week, 
finishing with two runs 
compared to Boston College’s 
eight. Texas A&M played 
Boston College in its opening 
weekend and defeated the 
Eagles handily by a score 
of 3-1. If this says anything 
about the two teams, the 
odds are certainly stacked 
against the visiting Rebels.
That being said, Ole Miss 
will do everything in its pow-
er to turn the tide against 
A&M, despite losing each of 
the last eight meetings be-
tween the two schools.
The Rebels can look to im-
prove by decreasing the num-
ber of errors they commit. 
Although it had not commit-
ted more than two errors in a 
single game before Tuesday, 
Ole Miss accumulated four 
errors throughout the entire-
ty of the game against Boston 
College.
Ole Miss is expected to 
continue leaning on players 
like sophomore Kaylee Hor-
ton, who went a perfect 3-3 
at bat against Boston Col-
lege, matching her career 
high. Junior Kylan Becker 
was close behind, collect-
ing two successful hits from 
three at-bats throughout 
the game.
The Rebels, under the 
leadership of head coach 
Mike Smith, were project-
ed during the preseason to 
finish seventh in the SEC, 
while the Aggies, headed by 
coach Jo Evans, were pre-
dicted to finish third in the 
conference. In the ever-ebb-
ing SEC standings, one series 
can make or break an overall 
season, so both Ole Miss and 
Texas A&M are feeling that 
pressure heading into their 
first opportunities to prove 
themselves in the confer-
ence’s spotlight.
The Rebels will play at 6 
p.m. Friday, followed by an 
afternoon game on Saturday 
at 2:30 p.m., and will then 
finish up Sunday at 1 p.m. The 
first game of the series will be 
available on SEC Network+, 
while the final two games will 
be broadcast nationwide on 
the SEC Network.
Following the series 
against the Texas A&M Ag-
gies, Ole Miss will continue 
its stretch on the road with 
another away game against 
the Southeastern Louisi-
ana Lions next Wednesday 
before heading home for 
another conference series 
against the No. 18 South 
Carolina Gamecocks the fol-
lowing weekend.
Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.
If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.
Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.
© 2013 KrazyDad.com
Sudoku #7
Challenging Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 4
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3 6 7 9
6 8 5








Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with 
no repeats.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL

























































































































































Domino’s Piece of the Pie Rewards™ is open only 
to US residents 13+ with a Pizza Profile™ account 
who order online from participating Domino’s® 
locations. Point redemption only valid online at 
participating locations. *Limit: one order of $10 or 
more (excludes gratuities) per calendar day can 
earn points. For complete details visit dominos.com/
rewards. Any delivery charge is not a tip paid to 
driver. Drivers carry less than $20. ©2017 Domino’s 
IP Holder LLC. Domino’s®, Domino’s Pizza® and the 
modular logo are registered trademarks of Domino’s 
IP Holder LLC.
Join Domino’s Piece of the Pie Rewards™ 
Loyalty Program and Earn a FREE PIZZA For 
Each Six $10 or More Qualifying Online Orders.
34235
CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S
SOLUTION TO 3.8.2018 PUZZLE
ACROSS
  1 Untidy condition
  5 Vulgar
10  Without full use of 
a leg




























60  Diced and boiled 
vegetables
62 At no time, poetically
63 Running wild





  1 Had in mind
  2 Mystery writer’s award
  3  18th letter of the 
Greek alphabet
  4 Tries hard
  5 Awkwardly tall
  6 Blushing
  7 Not a dup.
  8 Dimensions




















48 Nothing, in Nice
50 Entrap
52 Get ready to drive
53  Keep an ___ the 
ground




57 ___ go bragh!
61 Morse “E”
Crossword puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com (www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission.
Softball takes on conference series versus Texas A&M
MAGGIE CROUCH
STAFF WRITER
Kylan Becker (15) is called safe at first base during the softball game against Southern Illinois University Edwardsville 
earlier this season. Ole Miss will travel to College Station to take on Texas A&M this weekend.
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HOW TO PLAY
Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with 
no repeats.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL



























































































































































The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day 
in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday.
Classifi ed ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds 
on classifi ed ads once published.
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or 
questionable products or services.
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifi eds section, 
visit: http://www.thedmonline.com/classifi eds.
APARTMENT FOR RENT
LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH 
townhouse with W/D, water, and cable 
included. No pets. 1 year lease. Qui-
et atmosphere. Deposit required. Call 
(662)234-0000
HOUSE FOR RENT
3 BD / 3 BA Newer homes in Coun-
tryview. 1.5 miles from campus. Pet 
friendly. Available 8/8/18. $1100/ mo. 
(662)816-8171
GREAT HOUSE Magnolia Grove. 
4BR/4.5BA, (101 or 105 Saucier). 
Open fl oor plan; nice kitchen. Avail-
able 8/1/18. $2,000/ mo. (662)832-
3388
FULL-TIME
St. Andrews United Methodist 
Church Oxford, MS is seeking a spir-
itually gifted person for the following 
positions of Children’s Director and 
Children’s Choir Director. To fi nd out 
more information and submit a re-
sume or to fi ll out an application call 
the church offi ce at 662-234-2503.
Ole Miss basketball suffers worst season since 1992
SAM HARRES
SPORTS EDITOR
An “eclectic mix” of old 
and new. The longest ten-
ured coach in the SEC. The 
highest-rated recruiting 
class in school history. Opti-
mism surrounding Ole Miss 
basketball peaked before 
its season ever started. And 
since November, that opti-
mism has steadily fallen.
Five months later and Ole 
Miss basketball has fall-
en completely off the rails. 
Kennedy is no longer a 
part of the program, having 
stepped down Feb. 18. His 
departure came less than 
a week after he announced 
his intent to remain with the 
team through the season’s 
end. Apparently the “omi-
nous cloud” hanging over 
the program was too much 
for the Ole Miss players to 
handle.
Tony Madlock, an assis-
tant coach for more than 20 
years at various programs 
across the country, imme-
diately took over and led 
the Rebels to victory over 
the Missouri Tigers, before 
dropping five straight. Van-
derbilt, the 13th-best team in 
the SEC, beat Ole Miss twice 
in that period. As it stands, 
the Rebels are the 14th-best 
– and also the worst – bas-
ketball team in the SEC.
It’s March in Oxford, and 
there is madness – but not 
the good kind. Ross Bjork, 
athletics director and Ole 
Miss demigod, recently be-
gan his search for a per-
manent replacement to fill 
Kennedy’s spot. The inter-
net exploded when former 
Ohio State coach Thad Mat-
ta was spotted near campus, 
but those rumors have since 
died down. Penny Hardaway 
was floated as a potential 
hire, but the former NBA 
All-Star was recently tapped 
to fill Memphis’ coaching 
position. Another probable 
mark in the Ole Miss loss 
column.
By all accounts, this sea-
son was a failure. Ole Miss 
basketball crumbled. The 
Rebels have not fallen below 
a .400 win percentage since 
1992. This year, the Reb-
els finished with a .375 win 
percentage. When playing 
Ole Miss, opponents scored 
an average of 78.1 points 
per game, coincidentally 
the highest that number has 
been since 1992. Clearly, 
the 1991-92 season was not 
kind to the Rebels. But that 
season, one of the worst in 
school history, got to serve 
as a ruler against which fu-
ture seasons could be mea-
sured. The 2017-18 season 
met 92’s mark and then 
some.
Last season, the Rebels 
barely missed out on the 
NCAA Tournament and, in-
stead, made a deep NIT run 
before bowing out to Geor-
gia Tech. This year, Ole Miss 
should not make the NIT. 
The team does not deserve 
it. If the Rebels somehow 
qualify, it will be thanks to a 
favor from the tournament’s 
selection committee. Or 
maybe the committee just 
likes crawfish.
Maybe the players got 
something out of this sea-
son. Maybe leading 2016-17 
scorer Deandre Burnett took 
a step forward, hoping to 
earn a professional contract 
following his graduation in 
May. Nope. Burnett’s points 
per game dropped from 16.5 
to 13.5 this season. Terence 
Davis, Ole Miss’ best play-
er down the final stretch of 
2016-17, regressed, too. His 
scoring dropped 1.1 points 
per game, while his turn-
overs rose to 2.3 per game 
this season. Kennedy nev-
er stopped yelling at Breein 
Tyree from the sideline, and 
the sophomore point guard 
has now made comments 
suggesting he is open to the 
possibility of a transfer out 
of Oxford. Disappointing, 
for sure, but not surprising.
This season was a spec-
tacular failure for Ole Miss. 
Anyone who claims other-
wise is either on the school’s 
payroll or hoping to be soon.
COLUMN
FILE PHOTO: BILLY SCHUERMAN
Andy Kennedy turns toward the sideline after a loss to Alabama earlier this season. Ole Miss fi nished the season 12-20 
and last place in the SEC.
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After a series in California 
and midweek matchups 
against Austin Peay and 
Arkansas-Little Rock, the 
No. 8 Rebels will host Eastern 
Illinois in a doubleheader 
Friday. Previously scheduled 
as a standard weekend 
series, Ole Miss Athletics 
announced that, due to 
the threat of inclement 
weather, the series would be 
rescheduled with a Friday 
night doubleheader followed 
by the rubber match Sunday.
Friday’s fi rst game will start 
at 3 p.m. with the second will 
following about  45 minutes 
after. Sunday’s fi rst pitch is 
scheduled for 1:30 p.m.
Despite suff ering their 
fi rst loss of the season last 
weekend against Long Beach 
State, the Rebels have re-
sponded well with four wins 
in a row. After a convincing 
Game 3 win at Long Beach 
State, the Rebels have dom-
inated their last two match-
ups: an 11-4 win against 
Austin Peay and a 10-2 win 
against Arkansas-Little Rock. 
Now, Ole Miss will take that 
positive momentum to a pair 
of matchups against Eastern 
Illinois, who currently sits 
at 5-5 fresh off  a three-game 
losing streak.
Eastern Illinois was out-
scored 21-11 as Georgia State 
ran away with a sweep last 
weekend. Despite starting 
the season with two losses, 
the Panthers then rolled fi ve 
straight wins, including a 
sweep at Memphis in Febru-
ary. Ole Miss will prove to be 
the greatest test that Eastern 
Illinois has faced all year, and 
the Ohio Valley Conference 
contenders will have to play a 
near-perfect series to stay in 
contention.
The Rebels enter the series 
at 12-1, boosted by the team’s 
current four-game winning 
streak. They are also an im-
pressive 10-0 at home and 
have only conceded more 
than four runs at Swayze 
twice. After reaching dou-
ble-digit scoring on March 
4 for the fi rst time since last 
May, the Rebels have aver-
aged 11 runs per game over 
their last three matchups 
and have accumulated nine 
multi-run innings in that 
span. The Ole Miss batters 
have exploded recently and 
continue to punish unsus-
pecting pitchers.
Ole Miss sluggers Thomas 
Dillard and Grae Kessinger 
have led the off ensive charge. 
Dillard currently leads the 
Rebs in total hits with 14, as 
well as total runs (13) and 
home runs (three). On Tues-
day night against Austin 
Peay, Dillard had arguably 
the most impressive perfor-
mance by a Rebel this year, 
hitting a pair of home runs 
and adding four RBIs to an 
already stacked stat line. Dil-
lard followed up his incredi-
ble performance with a two-
run outing Wednesday night 
against Arkansas-Little Rock.
Kessinger’s bat has added 
fi ve hits and three runs in the 
last three games, including 
a three-hit and two-run out-
ing in game three of the Long 
Beach State series. Kessing-
er’s consistency may prove 
invaluable as the Rebels hope 
to close out late games, some-
thing they often fell short of 
in 2017.
Sitting at No. 8 in the na-
tion, the Rebels have proven 
themselves to be one of the 
NCAA’s premier programs in 
college baseball. But the sea-
son is still young, and this Ole 
Miss team has plenty of work 
to do cementing that status.
LOGAN CONNER
STAFF WRITER
Ole Miss’ electric offense plays host to Eastern Illinois
Get the latest info online at www.theDMonline.com    |    Oxford and Ole Miss news no matter where you are
Anthony Servideo (3) tags a Little Rock opponent out at second base and throws to fi rst for a double play during the game 
Wednesday night.
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